V4

@ Prison Fellowship

]

January 2022

INSIDE

| will give thanks to the LORD because of
his righteousness; | will sing the praises
of the name of the LORD Most High.
Psalm 7:17 (NIV)

A LOOK AT THE
FALL OF 2021

Prison Fellowship Canada’s (PFC) Angel Tree
Christmas program continues to bring joy to children
and a sense of gratitude from the parents as they are

provided with a way to stay in touch with their children.

In the Prairie Region (MB/SK), we have increased
applications, with 1,154 children in the program,
increasing fifteen percent over the previous year.

Praise God that a call to a caregiver provided the
opportunity for discussion and prayer with the
grandmother, raising her six grandchildren. The
sponsoring church for this family was very close, and
we connected the family with the pastoral staff to build
relationships and minister to all of them.

Our PF By Phone line has seen good volumes of calls.
The lines are currently active in thirteen provincial
institutions in this region, with volunteers serving
nationally from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily across six

time zones. Some inmates call daily. We can hear
their stories, encourage them, and offer prayers on
their behalf. Also, through this line, we have seen an
increase in referrals to Bridgecare programming.

AN UPDATE ON
THE PRAIRIES (SK & MB)

Due to attrition, we have lost volunteers, so we welcome
those who would feel a call on their lives to minister

to those affected by incarceration. Whether from the
comfort of your own home serving on the phone lines,
teaching Bible studies inside, or working with recently-
released prisoners, we invite you to apply and begin the
process. This process can be lengthy due to clearances,
training, and orientation, but this “downtime” at the
institutions will allow time to complete the process and
prepare new volunteers to begin when given access.

May you be blessed in this year ahead.

Blessings,

Elizabeth Greer

REGIONAL MANAGER - PRAIRIES (SK & MB)
ELIZABETH@PRISONFELLOWSHIP.CA
PHONE: 431-373-0062

TOLL-FREE 1-844-618-5867 EXT. 330
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The National PF By Phone program continues to highlight the prisoners’ desire for connection and spiritual care.
A meaningful pattern we are seeing among the thousands of callers is how many callers call often and regularly,
setting aside the time for prayer, Scripture, and an uplifting conversation. We are also grateful that chaplains from
forty-five institutions across Canada have embraced the program as an extension of their care.

PARTICIPATING
2021 CHURCHES INSTITUTIONS

BRIDGECARE

In September 2021, PFC launched a National Bridgecare directory on the PFC website. With the click of a button, individuals
can find their way to over 1800 organizations across Canada offering practical support as they integrate back into the community.
Meanwhile, the number of potential clients for the Bridgecare program continues to increase steadily.

TRAINED PROGRAM CURRENT CLIENTS PARTICIPATING
LEADERS IN COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS
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Maintaining the connection between an incarcerated parent and their children will continue to impact the pathway of change for

many families and for years to come. One family knows this firsthand, with sibling Angel Tree children first benefitting from the
program for many years and now paying it forward as sponsors in the program for other families. Notable highlights included
the exponential growth of the sponsor base in Saskatchewan and Quebec, more parents participating in PEI, and the rest

of the country maintaining its strong performance. In 2021, we saw a three percent overall increase from 2020.
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‘ ‘ The mom and her young son met us at the door. When we handed him his gift, we told him that his
Dad asked us to deliver his gift to him. A broad smile came across his face. | could tell his mom really
appreciated a gift on behalf of his Dad.

- Angel Tree Christmas Sponsor
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‘ ‘ A Bridgecare client recently released from ‘ ‘ It has been beautiful to watch the transition of
prison has experienced God’s provision the caller over the past eight months. He has

as he secured full-time employment. Overall, the moved from a place of desperation to one of hope and

transformation experienced in his life through the grace confidence. The prayers and support of our PF By Phone

of God shows the reassurance of renewal that any volunteers have sustained him.

prisoner can gain.
- PFC Staff

- PFC Staff
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IN THE UPCOMING MONTHS

In 2021 we underwent a strategic exercise to strengthen the PFC
brand. This process and the resulting work and expense were gifted
to PFC by a national Brand Strategy company. We examined our
position in the market, looking at the prison landscape in Canada to
ensure that we are positioning ourselves and our brand in a way that
remains loyal to our mission. As a result of this exercise, PFC will be
launching a new look to the brand in early 2022.

STAY TUNED FOR THE NEW BRAND REVEAL SOON.

This change will serve to communicate better the work done by PFC. We remain committed to our mission
to prepare and mobilize the Canadian Christian community in response to the issue of crime and the
restoration of offenders based on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.
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A MESSAGE OF THANKS

During the most challenging seasons, we often strongly see

God’s sovereignty. While 2021 began with a hope that the
global and domestic upheaval would subside and that in-prison
ministry would resume, soon, it was clear that things were not
going to be as hoped.

Yet we see many examples of God’s blessings in Scripture
when circumstances seem bleak for those who trust in Him.

At times we may be discouraged, but God’s sovereignty will
fulfill His promises for us, and His name will be glorified. This
year was an example of God’s providence in a challenging
year. Through your partnership, we completed 2021 with all our

commitments to the programs met.

Some celebrations from this Fall include the commission of
the Gospel of John curriculum, Walking the Good Path.
This curriculum is sensitive in nature towards the First Nation
community. This is particularly tremendous because research
has shown that the Indigenous population is significantly
overrepresented in Canadian prisons and jails. Current
statistics show as high as forty percent of our institutional
system is Indigenous. Indigenous women now represent fifty

percent of the female prison population in Canada. Many

VOLUNTEER

Visit and apply online at
prisonfellowship.ca/volunteer

Subscribe to our monthly prayer calendar at
prisonfellowship.ca/prayer-calendar

are keen to know and follow Jesus. May God continue to
work through this curriculum and the hearts of all Indigenous

Canadians in our care.

December finished strong, with 3,424 children served through
the Angel Tree Christmas program. Praise God for all the work
He has done. Praise God for allowing us to begin the process
of Federal Prison clearance for our volunteers. This clearance
will enable volunteers to serve on PF By Phone and in-prison
for the next ten years. This clearance prepares volunteers for
in-prison ministry as soon as institutions are open again.

While the past few months may have been challenging for us
all, we praise God for His providence and grace. We also thank
you for your faithful partnership and prayers throughout the
year. May you experience God’s love and blessings this year

and always.

Stacey Campbell
President & CEO
Prison Fellowship Canada

DONATE

Donate online at
prison fellowship.ca/give-online
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