God is With You

SESSION 10 HANDOUT

KEY SCRIPTURES (NIV):

Matthew 1:18-23

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.”® Because Joseph her husband was faithful
to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind
to divorce her quietly.?° But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 2’ She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name

Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to
fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:?> “The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel.” (which means “God with us”)

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through Him all things were made;
without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life
was the light of all mankind. ° The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it. ® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through Him all might
believe. € He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. ° The
true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. '° He was in the
world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize
Him. " He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. ? Yet
to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God— " children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband'’s will, but born of God. ¥ The Word became flesh and made
His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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Luke 4:14-21

Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread
through the whole countryside. > He was teaching in their synagogues, and
everyone praised Him. ' He went to Nazareth, where He had been brought up, and
on the Sabbath day He went into the synagogue, as was His custom. He stood up
to read, 7 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. Unrolling it, He
found the place where it is written: '® “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed
free, ° to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. ?° Then He rolled up the scroll,
gave jt back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the
synagogue were fastened on Him.?’ He began by saying to them, “Today this
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

Philippians 2:1-1

Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from His love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. °In your
relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: ¢ Who,
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
used to His own advantage,” rather, He made Himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. € And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death - even
death on a cross! ° Therefore God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him
the name that is above every name, '° that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,” and every tongue acknowledge
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

John 14:15-21

“If you love me, keep my commands. '® And | will ask the Father, and He will give
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— '’ the Spirit of

truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him.
But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. | will not leave you as
orphans; | will come to you. '® Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but
you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. 2° On that day you will realize that
| am in my Father, and you are in me, and | am in you. ?’ Whoever has my
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commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and | too will love them and show myself to them.

Matthew 28:16-20

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told
them to go. 7 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. ® Then
Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. ° Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2° and teaching them to
obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”

Hebrews 13:1-6

Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show
hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to
angels without knowing it. 3 Continue to remember those in prison as if you were
together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves
were suffering. 4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept
pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. ®> Keep your
lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because
God has said, “Never will | leave you; never will | forsake you.” ® So we say with
confidence, “The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do
to me?”

Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason | kneel before the Father, > from whom every family in heaven and
on earth derives its name. '® | pray that out of His glorious riches He may
strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, 7 so that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, ® may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, '° and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all
the fullness of God. 2° Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all
we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, ?' to Him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and
ever! Amen
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DISCOVER MORE

Refer to the key Scriptures and reflect on the following:

Thoughtfully pray this prayer (Ephesians 3:14-21) for each other daily.

When you think of the many descriptions of Jesus (Counsellor, Father, Prince of

Peace, Son of God, Saviour, Good Shepherd, Light of the World, King, etc.), which
descriptions are most meaningful to you today and why?

Why do you think that Jesus focuses on the poor, prisoners, blind, widows, orphans,
and others who are oppressed and marginalized?

What does Jesus say about His relationship with God the Father? About the
relationship between Jesus, God the Father, and us?

What does Scripture say about Jesus and what He did?

186 Prison Fellowship Canada
FAITH & JUSTICE: THE FORGIVENESS JOURNEY



What is Jesus’ promise to those who follow Him?

How do you continue to give praise to God?

Be confident, be courageous, be compassionate - God is with you in love and power
to help you do what is right and to help you do mighty deeds of love. By what you
say, how you act, and how you live with others, you can show what He has done for
you.
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