God Seeks You No Matter Where You Are

SESSION 3 HANDOUT

KEY SCRIPTURES (NIV):

Luke 19:1-9

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. °A man was there by the name of
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted to see who
Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. “So he ran
ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see Him, since Jesus was coming that
way. *When Jesus reached the spot, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus,
come down immediately. | must stay at your house today.” So he came down at
once and welcomed Him gladly. 7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He
has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the
Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now | give half of my possessions to the poor, and if |
have cheated anybody out of anything, | will pay back four times the amount.”
9Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man,
too, is a son of Abraham. '°For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Luke 15:4-24

“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and /oses one of them. Doesn’t he leave
the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? °
And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders ¢ and goes home. Then he
calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; | have found
my lost sheep.’” | tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who
do not need to repent.

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a
lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? ° And when she
finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; |
have found my lost coin.”™ In the same way, | tell you, there is rejoicing in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

T“There was a man who had two sons. ? The younger one said to his father,
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between
them.”> “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a
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distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. * After he had
spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began
to be in need. > So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed pigs. ' He longed to fill his stomach with the pods
that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 7 “When he came to his
senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and
here | am starving to death! '® | will set out and go back to my father and say to
him: Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. ° | am no longer
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ ?° So he
got up and went to his father. “"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms
around him and kissed him. " “The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against
heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ ?2 “But the
father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring
on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23> Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s
have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.

Luke 2:13-17

Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to Him, and He
began to teach them. ¥ As He walked along, He saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at
the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and
followed Him. '®* While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors
and sinners were eating with Him and His disciples, for there were many who
followed Him. '® When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw Him eating
with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked His disciples: “Why does He eat
with tax collectors and sinners?” 7 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. | have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners.”

DISCOVER MORE
Consider the key Scriptures provided and complete the questions below:

Think about the story of the father and the son - the different things that happened
in the son’s wayward journey and his eventual decision to return back home.
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Are there ways in which your own story reflects one of the stories we studied? In
what ways?

Do you think God is seeking you?

Are you trying to avoid being found - or hiding from God?

Do you believe that God is waiting to welcome you with open arms?

Wherever you see yourself, spend some time writing out your own story and where
you find yourself in relationship to the story of the lost son, the lost sheep, or the lost
coin. Which story do you identify with the most?
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